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Forty Years for Children

This year, the International Federation Terre
des Hommes (IFTDH) can look back at forty years
of uninterrupted work for children. Forty years
is a long time for an organisation dealing with
child rights. We started in another world, during
the Cold War, and now we are a hands-on actor
in a world marked by a “globalisation” of themes
and conflicts. Terre des Hommes was founded
by Edmond Kaiser, who started the movement
first in Switzerland and then all over Europe in a
period of profound transformation in relationships
between North and South. It was a period of new
hope in which the newly independent states from
Africa and Asia were ready to join the international
community on the road to development.

Terre des Hommes was one of the first
international NGOs to support child rights in those
countries, while also denouncing those aspects of
neo-colonialism still present in foreign policy
at the time. The first motto of the International
Federation Terre des Hommes is still the best
summary of our mission : “For children and
their rights, we promote equitable development
without racial, religious, political, cultural or
gender-based discrimination”. This is a position
that has shown its strength over the last 40 years.
Nevertheless the means to fulfil this mission
have evolved over time. Moving from a charitable
approach, we have evolved towards a rights-based
approach. A comprehensive methodology of
partnership and community support, keeping
a clear child focus in an approach that includes
the children and their rights, as part of their
communities and direct environment. A
structured attention to the measurement of
outcome and impact of our programmes is,
and will remain, a special focus of our work.

The Terre des Hommes approach is rights-based
and takes into account the perspectives opened
by the process of globalisation, the increased
violation of human rights all over the world, and

the ever increasing role of civil society. In this
report, Terre des Hommes would also like to take
stock of its activities linked to the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), which are in their
first five-year period. We express our concern
regarding the funding and political support that
the industrialised countries are providing for the
achievement of the MDGs. If these challenges
are not met, the world will become a worse
place to live for all and for children in particular.

In 40 years of continuous engagement for
a “world fit for children” Terre des Hommes
has continuously reviewed its priorities and
its instruments of work, in order to remain a
key player working for a better basis for child
rights. The challenges of the last 40 years have
given reason to our coherence and passion,
to our professionalism and openness, to our
political engagement and our total independence.

Many challenges remain; the story of the
International Federation Terre des Hommes is
still young. The organisation remains committed
to constantly review how best to contribute to
durable solutions to the disparities that afflict
children today.

Raffaele K. Salinari
President

2 International Federation Terre des Hommes 2005 Annual Report



Meeting Commitments

The tidal wave that devastated the coasts of Asia and East Africa on
26 December 2004 resulted in changes in the NGOs' world. It brought forth
unprecedented solidarity. As a result of this support, and despite all the
difficulties, Terre des Hommes has established its work of reconstruction
in the devastated areas together with the international community.
Today many children are back at school, and their parents begin to run
income-generating activities and to hope for the future. However, much work
remains to be done, and unfortunately “silent Tsunamis” continue to occur.
Therefore TerredesHommeshastopoolallitsresourcestorespondtotheneeds
of children in the areas where it operates. Children currently benefit from 1215
TerredesHommes projectsin 64 countries offeringimproved life perspectives,
and we work with them to develop their full potential in the world of today.

Terre des Hommes also supports field action with advocacy work to mobilise
political will and find lasting solutions. The Terre des Hommes campaign against
child trafficking is now in its fifth year, and has gathered solid experience
of the phenomenon and of best practices in prevention and protection. As a
result, child trafficking is no longer an unnoticed phenomenon and is on the
international and European agenda; legal frameworks have been improved and
children have been repatriated. Terre des Hommes continues to work to ensure
that adequate protective measures are fully extended to trafficked children, as
their rights are all too often overlooked even by the services whose first aim
should be to protect them.

In today’s world where change is the only certitude, Terre des Hommes
also endeavours to adapt to new realities and to generate added value for
children. The year 2005 was no exception. The European Union is currently
revising channels for development aid, and Terre des Hommes together
with other NGO networks has been advocating improvement in the level
and quality of aid. The United Nations human rights machinery has also
undergone major revision, and Terre des Hommes has joined forces with
other NGO networks to lobby for greater effectiveness and transparency.

Terre des Hommes is accountable to children for delivering quality work with
long lasting effects, and it is accountable to its donors for ensuring that funds
are spent in an efficient way and in accordance with human rights standards.
It is with your help that Terre des Hommes is able to keep up with this double
requirement. Therefore we wish to thank wholeheartedly all our donors,
partners, supporters and friends who enable us to fulfil the mission in which
we believe. In 2006 the International Federation Terre des Hommes is 40 years
old?. Looking back we see ups and downs, successes and challenges, but we see
one element that has always remained unchanged: our determination to stand
against violations of children’s rights and to build a better world for children.

Eylah Kadjar-Hamouda
Coordinator

2 |twas formed in 1966, six years after the first Terre des Hommes movement was born in Switzerland in1960.
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Terre des Hommes Vision and Mission

Believing In Children

Terre des Hommes believes that
children are entitled to the rights set
forth in the Convention on the Rights
of the Child. It is the responsibility
of the international community to
make these rights a reality and to
create an enabling environment
through the implementation of
economic, social and cultural rights.

Terre des Hommes believes that
children are the main participants
in their own development, with
inherent rights and vital social,
economic and cultural roles. Terre
des Hommes helps them realise their
full potential in the world of today.

Terre des Hommes was initiated in
1960 to provide direct support to
underprivileged children who were not
being helped by existing relief agencies.
Today, its mandate and activities have
greatly evolved, while its focus on
improvingthelivesofthemostvulnerable
groups of children has been maintained.

Who Are We?

The Terre des Hommes movement started in
Switzerland in 1960. Subsequently, other Terre des
Hommes groupswere created invarious countries.In1966,
they joined together to form the International Federation
Terre des Hommes (IFTDH). Today, Terre des Hommes is
a network of 11 national organisations with headquarters
in Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland (comprising
two organisations, Terre des Hommes Switzerland
and the Terre des Hommes Foundation in Lausanne,
Switzerland), and Syriarunning operations in 64 countries.

The mission of the Terre des Hommes organisations is to
provideactive supporttochildren,withoutracial, religious,
political, cultural or gender-based discrimination, and
to generate positive change. To this end, they develop
and implement projects designed to improve the living
conditions of disadvantaged children in their own
environment (including families and communities) and
they advocate the implementation of children’s rights.

The Terre des Hommes organisations share the same
name, pursue a common objective, and work together
in order to enhance their actions. The Convention
on the Rights of the Child constitutes the conceptual
framework that guides the Terre des Hommes activities.

At Home and Abroad

In their own countries and regions, the Terre des Hommes
organisations bring to the attention of the public,
including children and young people, the causes of under
development, together with the rights of the child. They
mobilise political will and lobby for appropriate government
policies. They undertake fundraising activities to achieve
their objectives.

An International Profile

IFTDH is in consultative status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, with UNICEF, the ILO and
the Council of Europe. It is thus in a position to act at
the heart of crucial decision-making concerning children.
IFTDH works in collaboration with relevant bodies within
the United Nations system, with the European institutions,
and with other organisations pursuing comparable aims.



Terre des Hommes

The Way We Work

377 paid employees at headquarters
and more than 1500 in the field
(not including partners) strive to
make children's rights a reality.
Several thousands members and
supporters and more than 7500
volunteers ensure that Terre des
Hommesis truly rooted in civil society.

Promoting International
Human Rights Procedures

The rights of children cannot be
separated from the rights of their
adult brothers and sisters and those of
their parents. Among the basic rights
are the right to a decent standard of
living, to health and housing, as well
as the right to education. These rights
are contained in the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, ratified by almost all
the members of the United Nations.
Nevertheless, in contrast to civil and
political rights, there is no international
procedure to file complaints in
case of violation of these rights.
Terre des Hommes (France) is actively
engaged at the United Nations for the
drafting of a human rights instrument
(Optional Protocol) to allow the
examination of individual complaints
about violations of economic, social
and cultural rights. In France, Terre des
Hommes is part of a national coalition
of NGOs and trade unions that has
lobbied for governmental support.

Terre des Hommes supports or runs 1215
development and humanitarian aid projects in 64
countries. Projects are run in close collaboration with
the beneficiaries, who are the primary participants
in their own development. Terre des Hommes acts
directly or works with 1028 local and national civil
society organisations; assistance in their institutional
development is a key element in this collaboration.
Terre des Hommes also enables children to participate
in the life of their community and in decisions affecting
them in accordance with their age and maturity.

The added value brought by Terre des Hommes
consists of financial, technical and methodological
support. Projects are of average size, scheduled for a
defined period of time and meet the following criteria:

* Bring about effective improvement in the life
perspectives of the children concerned, and aim to
provide lasting solutions and fundamental changes

* Base themselves on concepts of economic and social
justice, and address the needs of the underprivileged
and issues of gender balance

* Have a multiplier effect and develop civil society
through the empowerment of local communities

* Are implemented transparently on the basis of proven
methodology and are subject to constant monitoring
and evaluation

* Conform to the provisions of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child

Project work needs to be encompassed in an overall
policy to maximise its impact. Therefore Terre des
Hommes runs an advocacy programme to support the
realisation of improvement at field level by economic
and social measures on a more global scale. Terre
des Hommes focuses on the rights of children, and
works for their voice to be heard in international and
European decisions that have an impact on them.
We strive to ensure that experience at a local level
informs the global level, so that decisions really do
improve the plight of those for whom they are made.

In the countries in which it operates, Terre des Hommes
lobbies governments for appropriate economic and social
policies, and for budget priorities taking due account of
the acute needs of children. Terre des Hommes also
holds governments accountable for their commitments
made to children, and monitors their implementation
in areas where it is informed by field experience.



Terre des Hommes

Around the World

Countries of Operation

Africa

Algeria* Angola « Benin « Burkina Faso * Burundi « Democratic Republic of Congo ¢ Ethiopia * Gambia
Guinea ¢ Ivory Coast ¢ Kenya « Madagascar « Mali » Mauritania « Morocco * Mozambique ¢« Namibia
Senegal ¢« Sudan ¢ South Africa ¢ Tanzania ¢ Togo ¢« Uganda ¢ Western Sahara ¢ Zambia ¢ Zimbabwe

Asia
Bangladesh ¢ Bhutan « Cambodia ¢ East Timor ¢ India * Indonesia ¢ Laos ¢« Myanmar ¢ Nepal ¢ Pakistan
Sri Lanka * Thailand ¢ The Philippines ¢ Vietnam

Central and Latin America
Bolivia ¢ Brazil « Chile « Colombia ¢ Ecuador ¢ El Salvador « Guatemala ¢ Haiti « Mexico ¢ Nicaragua
Peru « Uruguay

Europe
Albania ¢ Kosovo * Germany * Moldova * Romania ¢ Switzerland

Middle East
Afghanistan « Egypt ¢ Iran ¢ Iraq ¢ Palestine * Syria

Terre des Hommes National Offices
Canada* Denmark ¢ France « Germany ¢ Italy « Luxembourg * Netherlands ¢ Spain ¢ Switzerland ¢ Syria
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Child Trafficking

Ups and Down

World Social Forum, Bamako 2006.

In the International Debate
Terre des Hommes has been consistently
bringing the question of child
exploitation and child trafficking into
international debates and onto the social
movement agenda, where decisions
or positions that can help publicise
and reduce the phenomenon occur.

* At the 2005 and 2006 World Social
Forums, Terre des Hommes shared
its field experience with practitioners,
and reiterated that child trafficking is
neither irreversible, nor an automatic
side-effect of (globalisation, as
there are many communities who
experience numerous difficulties and
whose children are not trafficked.

* In April 2005 Terre des Hommes
highlighted to the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights the
steps needed to protect children,
which range from prevention to
rehabilitation.

* Terre des Hommes supports the
efforts of the United Nations Special
RapporteurontheSaleofChildren,Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography.

A Study of Trafficked Nepalese Girls and Women in
Mumbai and Kolkata, India.

Trafficking iIs a mechanism that forces children
into some of the worst forms of labour. Since 200},
when Terre des Hommes launched the first phase of
its International Campaign Against Child Trafficking,
many changes have taken place. Child trafficking is now
recognised internationally, and knowledge about this
complex phenomenonandways to combatithas developed
substantially. Many states have made efforts in crime
prevention and in establishing legislation and measures
to detect and punish perpetrators. Even if there is no
visible decrease in global numbers of trafficked children,
in some instances such as trafficking between Albania
and Greece, there has been a measurable improvement.

However, there is still a long way to go, and protection
of trafficked children remains weak almost everywhere.
For these reasons, Terre des Hommes has decided
to pursue its campaign for another three years. The
second phase will draw lessons from the knowledge
accumulated through field experience, using it to improve
and develop preventive, protective and rehabilitation
measures for children at risk and trafficked children.

At present, Terre des Hommes implements or funds
73 anti-child trafficking projects in 38 countries on four
differentkcontinents kwithkankexpenditurekofk(3k238k0 00 k
Terre des Hommes focuses on measures to prevent
child trafficking, to protect trafficked children, and to
ensure their long-term reintegration. Terre des Hommes
also lobbies at a political level for a comprehensive
protective policy, and for trans-national collaboration,
since trafficking is also a trans-border phenomenon.

Trafficked Nepalese Women
and Girls : Tackling Root Causes

In Nepal, Terre des Hommes (Foundation-Lausanne,
Switzerland) is developing a trans-national project
to help Nepalese girls trafficked to Indian brothels in
Mumbai and Kolkata. Following an action research,
published in November 2005 in Kolkata %, Terre des
Hommes discovered young girls living in conditions
of slavery, as well as the economic and social factors
driving this trafficking. It appeared that what leads the
trafficking of Nepalese girls to India is demand from
brothel owners. Our work consists in working with
the owners (to reduce this demand as far as possible),
and in the social rehabilitation of prostitutes in Nepal.



“My name is Kristina 4, | live in Korca
and | am 12 years old. One day a
man came to our home and had a
discussion with my parents. From
time to time, they looked at me, and
the man smiled at me. My parents said
| was to leave for Greece with him,
because we were poor, we had neither
money nor a house. That same day,
about midnight, | left with him.

It was a long journey. We crossed
the mountains, and after 3 days we
arrived at Thessalonica. The following
day, he took me out to the street to
sell handkerchiefs. | worked very hard,
from 9 in the morning until midnight.
| earned 2000-3000 drachmas a day,
but he was not satisfied and he beat
me because he wanted a lot of money.
Then he made me beg. | begged in the
bars in Agio Dimitriu Square. | earned
a lot but he beat me anyhow. His wife
and her sons beat me, too.

He told me | had to earn lots of money
because my parents needed it.

One day, when | was begging, the
police arrested me. They took me to
a centre. There were other children
there. | spent a few months there and
then | returned to Albania.”

Source:

Child Trafficking in South-Eastern
Europe: The Development of Good
Practices to Protect Albanian Children,
Terre des Hommes (Foundation -
Lausanne, Switzerland) November
2004.

4 Fictional name.

Southeast Asia Campaign
Against Child Trafficking

Asia ACTs is the Southeast Asian regional network
coordinating the International Campaign Against
Child  Trafficking (ICACT) of the International
Federation Terre des Hommes in Southeast Asia.

The main goal of the programme is to mobilise the
general public, communities at risk and government
agencies (through awareness campaigns and advocacy
work), and to build their capacity to create the necessary
conditions to protect children against trafficking, as
one of the most serious violations of children’s rights in
the region. These conditions include laws and policies
that give actions against child trafficking authority at
the “top”, and sensitise/fempower the public thereby
giving them legitimacy from the “bottom”. With laws
at the top and an aware public in the field, the stage
is set for effective action against child trafficking. At
the same time the programme gives direct support to
victims of trafficking by providing rescue, recovery,
return and reintegration assistance, as well as legal aid.
The main areas of work for Asia ACTs are:

e Community education

 Building and strengthening child protection
networks at the local and national level

* Lobbying and disseminating guidelines for the
protection of the rights of trafficked children in
Southeast Asia

* Localising and expanding the International Day Against
Child Trafficking

+ Strengthening and expanding the reach of the campaign
in the countries of Southeast Asia.

“There is a lack of technical links between countries
of origin and countries of destination of trafficked
children, as well as a lack of political will. National
legislations are not compatible and practices are
different. Specific bilateral agreements are rare and
most of them are not adopted.”

Vincent Tournecuillert,
Terre des Hommes delegate, speaking at the Yokohama
Review on Combating Sexual Exploitation of Children,
Ljubljana, July 2005.



Reducing Child Exploitation

A Priority

“My name is Adjara, | am 13
years old and | already have a hard
life of work behind me... When | was
6, | learned to crush big stones into
gravel with a sledge-hammer far too
heavy for me. | was working for hours
in extreme heat... | frequently injured
myself while crushing razor-sharp
stones. But | had no choice since | was
working to feed our family.

| wanted very much to make it
through, that's why | grabbed the
chance. | was then able to start a
training programme and become
a barber. And now, yes, | feel good.”

Source:

A participant in a Terre des Hommes
(Foundation-Lausanne, Switzerland)
programme.

Children are all too often subject to exploitation for
reasons linked to their vulnerability (especially when they
are deprived of parental care), their economic status, and
current practices in their environment. Terre des Hommes
endeavours to influence relevant international decision
making to protect children from all forms of exploitation.
At field level, Terre des Hommes runs programmes to
inform communities about the dangers facing children
and about protective measures they can take. Terre des
Hommes also works on the prevention side to increase
household income and promote quality education, so
that children can stay within their families and learn
skills other than those they need merely to survive.

In 2004, 218 million children were trapped in child labour.
The number of child labourers has fallen by 11% over the
last four years. The agricultural sector uses children
most, with 69% of all child labourers®. Children working in
exploitative and hazardous circumstances do not have a
fair chance of a real childhood. Terre des Hommes adapts
its response to the situation of individual children and runs
108 projects to protect children from being caught up in
exploitative and harmful forms of labour, and to provide
rehabilitation and care to those for whom prevention
has failed. Terre des Hommes also offers support and
education to working children in the absence of better
alternatives, and assists them in demanding measures
that will bring improvement to their living conditions.

Sexual exploitation is a most degrading form of child
abuse and has always been a priority for Terre des
Hommes. Through its membership of the Coordinating
Committee of the NGO Group for the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, Terre des Hommes has been
a partner in the organisation of two successful world
congresses against the commercial sexual exploitation
of children (Stockholm, 1996, and Yokohama, 2001). The
two congresses highlighted the urgency of combating
the sexual exploitation of children, and contributed
to the mobilisation of political will. A review of the
implementation of commitments made in Yokohama took
place at a regional level in 2004-2005, not only to assess
progress but also to examine the remaining challenges
and address them. Terre des Hommes contributed to the
regional review in the Middle East / Africa, South Asia,
and Europe / Central Asia.

5 Source: ILO Global Report 2006: The End of Child Labour: Within Reach.



Bobby was an affectionate and
obedient child with his mother and
siblings. He was the third of five
children and was enrolled twice but
never finished grade one because
he had to help his mother earn a
living. Bobby’s father deserted them
when he was 6 and they were forced
to live in a shack beside a wall of
Bangkerohan Market in Davao City.
He did odd jobs like carrying sacks
of vegetables for vendors, peddling
vegetables or working as dispatcher
for public vehicles. Soon Bobby made
friends with street smart children
and learned to sniff glue.

Source:

Surviving Cruelty, Combating Violence
against Children in Southeast Asia,
Terre des Hommes (Germany) and
Terre des Hommes (Netherlands), June
2005

In the Sugarcane Plantations of
the Philippines

To respond to child labour in the sugar haciendas of
Ormoc in the Philippines, ECLIPSE (Exodus from Child
Labour to Integration, Play, Socialization and Education),
supported by Terre des Hommes (Netherlands),
seeks to contribute to the relatively long-term
eradication of the worst form of child labour. This
project specifically addresses child labour through:

* Awareness and value formation

* Organizing groups for working children, youth and
parents

* Networking and collaboration with supportinstitutions/
groups (government, churches, schools, other NGOs,
trade unions, etc))

* Educational assistance for working children

* Micro-finance among the parents of working children

The situation on the sugarcane plantations is illustrative
of the hazardous forms of child labour that are often
overlooked by policy makers and researchers. Plantation
workisoneofthegreyareasbetweenchildren'swork, child
labour and the worst forms of child labour — distinctions
that influence the protection offered to children. This
was reason enough for Terre des Hommes (Netherlands)
to conduct field research into the situation of children
who work on the sugarcane plantations in the Philippines
in relation to the (chemical) hazards they encounter, and
to identify measures that will improve their situation.
The research resulted in the report Sweet Hazards, Child
Labour on Sugarcane Plantations in the Philippines,
published by Terre des Hommes (Netherlands) in 2005.

Burkina Faso : Loans for
Mothers to Overcome Child
Labour

The organisation ADEFAD is trying to break the cycle
of poverty whereby children are forced to work and
are unable to attend school. In a country that generally
lacks industry and has a rather high birth rate, small
enterprises and agriculture are the main sources of
income. Financial loans enable the women to buy sheep
and hens, which help them to ensure a basic income and
send their children to school. Since ADEFAD has been
able to win the trust of the people, their workers are in
a position to set certain conditions. For example, they



“I was alone, my mum died and my
father left to go to live with another
woman.

When | was 15 years old | decided to
leave for Rome with my aunt who
was already living there and came
to Romania during the holidays. She
told me she would help me to find a
job and she paid my journey to Italy.
Once we arrived here my aunt found
me a job as a cleaner in a private
house. She took all my money, telling
me she had to pay the rent and buy
me food. After two months she told
me that the money | was earning was
not enough and that | had to leave her
house. She took me to a house where
there were two other Romanian girls
and one boy. She left me there and
disappeared. | never thought she
could leave me alone”.

Source:

An Increase in Prostitution among
Romanian Minors in Rome, Terre des
Hommes (Foundation - Lausanne,
Switzerland) December 2005.

explain at parents’ meetings that children should only be
given work suited to their age. Children also learn that
education is a specific child right, just like protection
from exploitation and abuse.

ADEFADand other TerredesHommes (Germany) partners
in the region are also active in places where children’s
vulnerability is exploited for commercial interests. Terre
des Hommes (Germany) supports ADEFAD with financial
aidktotallingkG90k000.

Mozambique : Healing
the Wounds of Sexual
Exploitation

The KULAYA Healing Center is headed by psychologists
and affiliated to the central hospital in the capital Maputo.
The Center takes in women and girls who are victims of
sexual exploitation, child trafficking and violence. They
offer medical treatment and psychological counselling,
as well as a protected temporary residence. KULAYA
and other Terre des Hommes (Germany) partners are
members of a national network campaigning against
child abuse and child trafficking.

In addition to the psychological consequences of sexual
abuse, the AIDS pandemic that is causing havoc in
Southern Africa, makes rape into a health hazard. HIV
tests have therefore been routine for quite some time
now, among other medical checks done by KULAYA,
and treatment is given to those who suffer from AIDS.
Terre des Hommes (Germany) supports KULAYA and the
networkicampaigningkagainstichildiabuselwithkG100k000.

Switzerland : Campaigning for Young People from the World’s Rural Areas

Work against the exploitation of child domestic workers has shown that the victims often come from

a rural environment. There, many children and young people can't go to school, because their families

need their work capacity or don't have the money for the school fees and uniform. Agriculture offers a

livelihood to only a few of them and there is hardly any other work, let alone training possibilities. Therefore,

many young people are drawn to the city, where their escape from rural poverty ends in exploitation

and misery. With the campaign “Young People from Rural Areas — No Perspectives?” Terre des Hommes

(Switzerland) draws attention to the precarious situation of young people from the countryside. Projects

that improve young people’s access to education and create working possibilities are supported. These

projects enable young people to develop alternatives to migration from their rural environment to the city.



Violence Against Children

Breaking the Silence

In February 2003, nine year old
Ramona was brought to a recovery
shelter for children in Metro Manila
as she exhibited the following
behaviour: frequent blank stares,
inability to sleep.. and nightmares.
Ramonaalso suffered alot of physical
abuse. She and her three siblings
were beaten up by their father for
the slightest mistake. Whenever they
were not able to respond promptly
when called by the father, they would
be hitby any object that he could grab.

Source:

Surviving Cruelty. Combating Violence
against Children in Southeast Asia,
Terre des Hommes (Netherlands) and
Terre des Hommes (Germany),

June 20065.

It is estimated that 300 million children throughout the
world lack protection from violence, abuse and neglect,
and undergo exploitation and discrimination. Violence
is routinely used against the most vulnerable children :
those who are deprived of family protection, for example
in orphanages, on the streets, in refugee camps and war
zones, in detention centres and in the workplace. Children
can also be mistreated in the very places where they should
be the most protected: at school and within their family.
Terre des Hommes engages in close cooperation with
local NGOs to curb all forms of violence against children.
Throughitswork, Terre desHommesis directly confronted
with children's suffering and can hear their voice.

The United Nations Secretary General has appointed an
Independent Expert, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, to lead a global
study on Violence Against Children. The study, rooted
in children’s rights, aims to promote action to prevent
and eliminate violence against children at international,
regional, national and local levels. It has mapped out what
is happening today in different settings — school, home,
institutions, communities, detention facilities/prisons
and work situations. A major report will be published in
2006, and recommendations will be presented to the
United Nations General Assembly. Terre des Hommes has
taken part in the above-mentioned study, writing reports
of representative cases of violence against children. &

Cambodia : Mobilising the Whole
Community Against Violence

CWCC is an organisation that has been supported by
Terre des Hommes (Netherlands) since its foundation in
1997. It provides protection to women and their children.
Intervention services are designed to help them help
themselves by providing comprehensive options. Projects
include a protected shelter, individual counselling,
support groups, in-house medical assistance (and other
treatments at clinics when necessary), legal consultations,
a reintegration programme, and specialised services
for children and young people. Other basic needs are
provided for by referrals to legal professionals, the
police, health care providers, organisations providing
vocational training, and other crisis service providers.

6 Surviving Cruelty. Combating Violence against Children in Southeast Asia,
TerredesHommes(Netherlands)andTerredesHommes(Germany),June2005.



Humanitarian agencies have
a duty of care to beneficiaries,
and a responsibility to ensure that
beneficiaries are treated with dignity
and respect and that certain minimum
standards of behaviour are observed.

Source:

United Nations Inter-Agency Steering
Committee Task Force on Preventing
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in

Humanitarian Crisis, 2002.

Keeping children safe

“Keeping Children Safe” toolkit.

" The information in this section comes from the
“Keeping Children Safe” toolkit.

The Keeping Children Safe Coalition is composed of
the following agencies:

Save the Children UK, World Vision UK, World
Vision International, Plan, NSPCC, Tearfund,
International Federation Terre des Hommes,
Everychild, the Consortium for Street Children,
People in Aid, Oxfam, and the NGO Group
for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

By monitoring and investigating cases, CWCC secures
critical information about violence against women and
children, and how individual cases are handled in the justice
system. This information bolsters their advocacy efforts,
which include accompanying clients to court, serving on
coalitions, lobbying and campaigning for legislative reforms
and enforcement of laws, releasing press statements,
and organising special awareness-raising events.
CWCC promotes awareness and educates men, women and
children in the community about violence against women
and children to prevent future acts of abuse. Their efforts
have included a nationwide media campaign, education
sessions in villages where a high percentage of residents are
being sexually trafficked, and the distribution of posters and
brochures. They also network with local and international
NGOs, women's networks, groups and government bodies,
to educate on how to prevent harm to women and children.

“Keeping Children Safe”

For aid and development agencies that have contact
with children some of the key challenges include the
following issues:

» Protection systems in many countries are often weak
and leave agencies and staff facing complex child
protection dilemmas

« Children in emergencies are especially vulnerable to
abuse and exploitation

« There is little common understanding among agencies
about child protection issues, standards of practice, or
the organisational implications of these

« There are huge difficulties in operating child protection
policies in the many different legal, social and cultural
contexts in which agencies work

» Children may be at risk of abuse and exploitation, not
only from individuals in the communities where they
live, but also from agency staff, volunteers or other
representatives

For the sector as a whole it was necessary to develop
a common understanding of child protection issues and
good practice throughout the sector, thereby increasing
accountability in this crucial aspect of agencies’ work.
The “Keeping Children Safe” toolkit highlights the steps
agencies can take, and offers practical guidance on what
they need to put in place to meet their responsibilities
to protect children. It has been drafted by a coalition of
international NGOs, including Terre des Hommes, and
will be published in 2006. The toolkit can be downloaded
from www.keepingchildrensafe.org.uk 7. The agencies
that have launched the project are putting in place a
monitoring and evaluation system regarding their own
implementation.




